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Pastoral Letter #4, Week of Easter 2 
 

Among the most vivid and memorable of the gospel stories about the resurrection is the account of the two 
disciples who encounter the risen Jesus on the road to Emmaus. 
 
The story is found in Luke 24:13-35. [It would be good if you would get out your Bible and read the story.] 
 
The plot of the story is simple. Two dejected disciples, saddened and confused by the death of their master, 
are walking to their home in Emmaus, about 10 kilometers (6 miles) from Jerusalem. Jesus joins them for the 
walk, although they don’t recognize him. He questions their sadness and they explain to Him that they had 
hoped in Jesus, but their hopes had been dashed by His arrest and subsequent execution. The stranger, 
however, has a different explanation. The still hidden Jesus explains the whole story of the Bible (v. 27) to 
them, showing how the Messiah was supposed to suffer before He entered His glory. As they get close to 
home the two disciples offer Jesus hospitality – a meal and a place to sleep – as any Middle Eastern family 
would be expected to do. Jesus accepts. During the meal Jesus “took the bread and blessed and broke it and 
gave it to them” (v.30). They recognize that the stranger is, in fact, the risen Jesus. He vanishes and they run 
back to Jerusalem to tell the eleven, who have already heard a similar story from the women who went to the 
tomb and from Simon (Peter).  
 
The story leaves us with a number of questions.  Here are two, with a few reflections: 
 
• Why didn’t they recognize Jesus? This phenomenon of the risen Jesus being ‘hidden’ until his identity 

is revealed seems to be related to the change which has happened to Jesus in the resurrection. It is the 
same Jesus, but He is transformed. The resurrection of Jesus is not the same kind of healing that happened 
to Jairus’ daughter (see Mark 5) or the widow’s son from Nain (see Luke 7) or Lazarus (see John 11). 
Those events were ‘resuscitations,’ and, although they were raised from death, they would eventually die 
again. The resurrection of Jesus is different. He has been transformed. Not only is he hard to recognize, 
but He seems to be able to walk through looked doors (John 20) and appear in places miles away in short 
periods of time. He is not just alive. He is living a new kind of life. He has defeated death and will never 
die again. 

 
• Who are these two disciples? One is named in verse 18: “Cleopas.” This may be the same person named 

“Clopas” in John 19:25. (People in the ancient world often had more than one name: Silas is also called 
Silvanus, Paul is Saul and so forth.) If Cleopas and Clopas are the same person then the disciple with him 
on the road that night is probably his wife Mary, one of the women who witnessed the crucifixion of 
Jesus (‘Mary’, by the way, was by far the most common woman’s name in Palestine during the time of 
Jesus). Now, Luke is clear that there were many more disciples than the twelve: see 8:1-3 (a group of 
named women followers); 10:1-20 (70 or 72 sent out on mission); 19:37 (a multitude of disciples); Acts 
1:15 & 2:1 (about 120 waiting in the upper room for the gift of the Holy Spirit). It is not certain, but it 
could very well be that the two on the Emmaus road are a married couple: Mary and Cleopas/Clopas. 

 
 



What can we learn from this story for our life in the midst of COVID-19? 
 
First, we need to remember that God is with us even if we don’t realize it. The risen Jesus walked and talked 
with the two disciples all the way to Emmaus before they were able to recognize Him. During this pandemic, 
many are learning the value of lament. We are realizing that we don’t have all the answers to the question of 
why people are suffering. Like the writer of Psalm 13, we are asking “How long, O Lord?” We are tempted to 
find people to blame for our suffering – the Chinese, the Europeans, New Yorkers, the WHO, the 
government. Certainly, there may be enough blame to go around and there are many unanswered questions. 
But blaming others will not end COVID-19. A combination of common sense, good science, political will, 
and a fair bit of heroism are needed. But most of all, we need God’s intervention. And those of us who know 
God in Jesus Christ in the power of the Spirit are aware that God is working. Even if we don’t see Jesus, He is 
here among us. 
 
Second, this story tells us to rely not on our own wisdom but on God’s word. In order to explain the suffering 
of Jesus, Jesus himself explains how all the scriptures point to Him. I would have loved to have been in that 
Bible study!  But notice what hearing from the scriptures does to depressed, dejected, and defeated disciples. 
It gives them Christian ‘heartburn’!  “Did not our hearts burn within us while he talked to us on the road, 
while he opened to us the scriptures?” (v. 32) During this time of social isolation, turn to the scriptures. 
Anglicans are Bible people. Take time to read the story of God’s faithfulness to His people. Allow your hearts 
to be set on fire with love for Jesus, because He has so loved us. 
 
Third, Jesus was made known to them in the breaking of the bread (v.35). The Emmaus disciples got 
Christian heartburn from Jesus’ reading and explaining the Bible to them. But they also had their spiritual 
sight restored through taking the broken bread. Adam and Eve ate the forbidden fruit and their eyes were 
opened to their sin and guilt and shame (Genesis 3:7). The Emmaus disciples ate and “their eyes were 
opened” to recognize Jesus (v. 31). Anglicans are Bible people, but we are also Eucharistic people. I suspect 
that the most difficult thing for many of us has been the Eucharistic fast that we have been on these last 
weeks. This week I am giving new instructions for celebrating Holy Communion together which I hope will 
soon allow all of our people to receive the sacrament under the safest possible conditions. 
 
Finally, the disciples immediately shared the good news about the risen Jesus. Their joy turned to mission. 
They could not keep this story to themselves. They went right back to Jerusalem to tell the other followers of 
Jesus that He was risen. Yes, we are socially isolated. A period of isolation seems a strange time to talk about 
mission or evangelism. But we are called to preach the word “in season and out of season.” (2 Timothy 2:4) 
And, amazingly, the word is getting out. Through our phones, through Zoom, through Facebook, through 
YouTube and many other means, the story of Jesus is being proclaimed in the midst of the COVID-19 crisis. 
It is being proclaimed through the Five Loaves Food Pantry in Virginia. It is being proclaimed when you ask 
your friends and neighbors to watch church being live streamed. It is proclaimed by Christian essential 
workers risking their lives to save others. It is proclaimed when we check on the condition of our neighbors. 
 
“The Lord is risen indeed,” (v. 34) the Jerusalem disciples told the Emmaus disciples. And “Halleluia!” Is our 
response even two thousand years later. 
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