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Pastoral Letter #5 
 

Patience in the midst of Pandemic 
 

For the last couple of weeks only one thing has eclipsed the news about the Coronavirus – and that is 
news about “re-opening.” It’s not only in the news – it is in my email as clergy from around the 
Diocese of the Great Lakes wonder when we can open for face-to-face worship again. 
 
The reasons for wanting to re-open are obvious.  
 
First, there is massive concern about the economy. Economics, of course, is not just about the stock 
market, or facts and figures on a page. Economics is about people’s livelihoods. So many have lost 
jobs and are living in fear that those losses may be permanent. Loss of work means that worry about 
things like paying the rent or the mortgage, buying food, paying for education, for health care, etc. 
have become burdensome for too many people. Loss of finances means suffering. Re-opening 
appears to carry with it the promise of lessening the worry about how we will get by. 
 
Second, many are suffering psychologically from the isolation we’ve been living with for two 
months now. Some are simply alone. Some, like my son and his wife, are together and both working 
from home while simultaneously handling the challenge of being present to their usually delightful 
and extremely social and interactive five-year-old, who is now without friends to play with, and 
unable to go to the playground. And they are better off than most…some have several children at 
home all going a bit stir crazy. For some who were already psychologically wounded, fragile or 
burdened by the cares of life, our recent restrictions have brought them close to the breaking point. 
God has made us social beings. “It is not good for the man to be alone” God said before creating Eve 
(Genesis 2:18). Humans need community. 
 
In addition to the economic and psychological toll, there is a third factor: there are social reasons 
why this lockdown has been hard. And by “social” I also mean “cultural.” As most of you know, I’m 
a Canadian. We value our freedom (our national anthem speaks of “the True North strong and free”). 
But Canada’s love of “freedom” (and that word is very difficult to define accurately, by the way) 
pales in comparison with how Americans feel about freedom. After all, Canadians got their 
independence from Britain by lulling them to sleep; Americans fought a war to be free from the 
English crown. Freedom is usually a virtue – God setting Israel free from Pharaoh’s bondage was a 
good thing! But freedom has limits. No one is free to shout “fire” in a crowded theatre. And 
Christians know that we are only truly “free” if we under the authority of the God who made us. As 
the Collect for Peace in Morning Prayer says: “to know you is eternal life and to serve you is perfect 
freedom” (BCP 2019, p. 23). Americans love freedom – I’m glad. But that does not mean that 
anything goes. We need order, limits, boundaries to protect us. 
 
Finally, as Christians we know that there are spiritual reasons why we long to see an end to social 
distancing. We know that we need our sisters and brothers in Christ. Many of us are feeling a deep 



desire to worship together, to receive the sacrament together. The book of Hebrews tells not to 
“neglect to meet together” (Hebrews 10:25). We want to sense the presence of Jesus in our midst 
when “two or three are gathered together” (Matthew 18:20).  
 
So, there are many reasons why we all want this lockdown to end. 
 
In response, let me mention a few things – I hope they will be helpful to you. 
 
1. I’m with you. I get it. I don’t like being cooped up either. I’m not as extroverted as some, but I 

do love being with people. I want to be able to go to the store when I want to. I want to get my 
hair cut (I never thought I’d say that when I was 17 years old !) I don’t like being told what I can 
and cannot do. 

2. But, this virus is a plague. It is deadly. The lockdown began when there were only a few 
hundred cases. There are now hundreds of thousands of cases. It is contagious. No one knows 
who is actually a carrier because it can be spread asymptomatically.  For simple medical reasons, 
an instant or unregulated re-opening is dangerous and unwise. States that have begun to re-open 
are already seeing a spike in new cases. If we are truly “pro-life” people, we should not rush to 
re-open. We should do everything we can to preserve the precious lives of those that God made 
and for whom Christ died. 

3. If, as churches we cannot yet simply go back to “normal,” that does not mean we should be 
inactive. We should maintain our efforts to reach out to our parishioners – especially those 
who are vulnerable. We should try to help our neighbors who may be in need. We should 
encourage and pray for those in our congregation and in our communities who must work in 
public – in hospitals, grocery stores, pharmacies and many other places. They are putting 
themselves in danger for the good of all. 

4. Many States have not stopped churches from being open. American Christians have the “right” 
to meet together in most places. But that does not mean that we should exercise that right if it 
leads to the illness and death of the vulnerable. “All things are lawful for me,” said the 
Corinthian Christians to Paul. But Paul’s response was crucial “but not all things are beneficial” 
(See 1 Corinthians 6:12). We should not open for regular worship until we can be safe. I and 
the Standing Committee will continue to monitor the situation. I can make no promises about 
when we can re-open, because the virus is not predictable. 

5. In all of this, there is a Christian virtue which I have not yet heard anyone talking about: 
patience. The Bible talks frequently, in both Testaments, about God’s patience with us. Paul 
frequently mentions patience in his lists of things that God wants to produce in us (2 Corinthians 
6:6; Colossians 1:11, 3:12; 1 Timothy 1:16; 2 Timothy 3:10; 4:2). But it is the letter of James 
that has the most to teach us about patience and perseverance in this time: 

  
Consider it pure joy, my brothers and sisters, whenever you face trials of 
many kinds, because you know that the testing of your faith produces 
perseverance. Let perseverance finish its work so that you may be mature 
and complete, not lacking anything …. Blessed is the one who perseveres 
under trial because, having stood the test, that person will receive the crown 
of life that the Lord has promised to those who love him. (James 1:2-3, 12) 
  
Be patient, then, brothers and sisters, until the Lord’s coming. See how the 
farmer waits for the land to yield its valuable crop, patiently waiting for the 



autumn and spring rains. You too, be patient and stand firm, because the 
Lord’s coming is near. Don’t grumble against one another, brothers and 
sisters, or you will be judged. The Judge is standing at the door! Brothers and 
sisters, as an example of patience in the face of suffering, take the prophets 
who spoke in the name of the Lord. As you know, we count as blessed those 
who have persevered. You have heard of Job’s perseverance and have seen 
what the Lord finally brought about. The Lord is full of compassion and 
mercy. (James 5:7-11) 

 
James tells us to be patient – especially in the midst of suffering. He says that we should 
persevere for at least two  reasons. First, patience will make us “mature and complete.” (James 
1:4) The implication here is that we will grow to be more like God. God is perfect. He is 
complete. He lacks nothing. For humans to be patient means that we will come to trust in the 
God who is complete in Himself to make us complete in Him. Patience teaches us to trust. 
Second, we can be patient because the Lord is coming. (James 5:7-8) The world will not always 
be a mess. God will make all things right. The Christian hope is that the God who made the 
world, the God who has redeemed us by the blood of His Son, will also make all things new. The 
Lord is coming. We have no timetable for His coming. But we have his promise. 

 
Let me end with a short story. I hope it will encourage you. A few years ago, I was in a country 
which I will not name. I would not want to endanger Christian believers should this story somehow 
get into the wrong hands. The country was (apparently) 100% Muslim. I won’t tell you why I was 
there, except that the authorities were willing to talk about building a church there because they 
wanted foreign investment and they were willing to allow foreigners a place to worship. At one point 
in the visit I was left alone in a room with a Muslim woman. She was veiled from head to toe, and 
she spoke perfect English. In fact, she had helped with the meeting’s logistics. As soon as we were 
alone – and we knew it would only be for a couple of minutes, she turned to me saying,  
 
“So, you are hoping to build a church?”  
“Yes,” I responded.  
“That would be good,” said this apparently Muslim woman.  
“Oh, why do you think so?” I asked.  
“There are believers here,” she said.  
“Are there?” I said, trying to play dumb.  
“Yes, and they have no place to meet together. So, they gather in small groups in homes.”  
“Do they, really?” I said, as if I had never heard of such thing.  
“Yes. And some are afraid to go … so they Skype.”  
 
At that point we were re-joined by others and the conversation ended. I am convinced that that 
woman was a secret believer who Skyped into a Christian underground church in that country. I 
have prayed for her and for her ‘church’ ever since. I doubt that she was baptized. I doubt that she 
has ever received Holy Communion. I have no doubt that she is, nevertheless, a faithful member of 
Christ’s body. 
 
Our own short period of social and spiritual isolation is nothing compared to what many in secret 
underground churches around the world have dealt with for years. We are amazingly privileged 



people in our society. We are being asked to keep our distance from one another for a time. We are 
asked to be patient for a little while – for our own sakes and for the sake of others. 
 
 
In Christ, 

 
+ Grant LeMarquand, Temporary Bishop 
In the Octave of Good Shepherd Sunday 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 


