
What is Confirmation?  And Why Do We Do It? 

Confirmation is the completion of infant baptism or infant dedications.  When an infant is baptized 
or dedicated, a covenant is made between the congregation, the parents and God about raising the 
child in the faith.  Confirmation is the process where the baptized/dedicated one makes the 
decision whether or not to make the faith their own.   

Confirmation is not graduation from Sunday school or from further faith study.  It is the foundation 
upon which the faith journey is built.  Confirmation provides the bare bones of and tools for faith 
exploration so that the individual can grow in faith and in faithful living. Confirmation is the point at 
which a person moves from having parents and guardians spoon feed them to learning to feed 
themselves the nourishment of faith, and to serve others as well.   

Confirmation usually consists of two parts:  The Confirmation Class and The Act of Confirmation (or 
Confirmation of Faith).   

The purpose of the Confirmation Class is to support and equip the students for, and beyond, the 
Act of Confirmation.  More than memorizing Bible passages or learning church traditions, this 
program teaches the Confirmands how to think critically and for themselves about the Bible, faith, 
practices of faith, everyday choices, and ethical situations. The classes fall into six categories: 

 Where do you stand: Discerning what we believe and why. 

 Scripture: What is the Bible? What’s in it? How is it used? 

 Teach Us to Pray: Prayers, and the ways we pray and worship. 

 Tradition: Church history and how the church draws from tradition in her practices today. 

 World Religions Examines other religions as a point of comparison with the Christian faith, 
and how those outside traditional understandings nevertheless shape our faith. 

 Faith in Action: What we can do to serve others and carry out our ministry in the wider 
world. 

The Confirmation Classes will help the Confirmand learn to ask questions, to discern what is true for 
them, and to discern God leading them in their day to day living. At the conclusion of the 
Confirmation Classes, the Confirmand will choose for himself or herself whether or not he or she is 
ready to take on the promises of baptism.  This is solely the decision of the student and I will 
respect the student’s decision. 

The Act of Confirmation happens in worship, after the Confirmation Class has concluded.  It 
consists of two components: 1. Confirming one's faith and 2. Becoming a member of the church.   

Confirming one’s faith.  For those who were dedicated as infants, confirming faith includes being 
baptized. For those dedicated or baptized as infants, it means covenanting (promising) with 
God, the congregation, and the Church Universal to continue their lives as disciples of Jesus.   

Becoming a member of the church is a separate covenant.  It is a covenant between the 
individual and the local congregation where each promises to support one another in their 
journey of faith and life; membership is the seal of belonging to the community.  

As the class comes to an end, each student chooses whether or not to participate in the Act of 
Confirmation. This is a choice for the Confirmand to make.  It is a life choice and a personal choice; 
it is not a graduation, not a family tradition.  As a pastor, I will honor the choice made by the 
confirmand.  I will not confirm someone just because the family wants it; that would be akin to 
baptizing someone against their will.  The confirmand must be a willing participant in the act of 
Confirmation.    

  



The Details of the Program at FCCLG 

Who: 
Confirmation students are in the 7th to 9th grade age- range.  It is offered every two years so that 
students who are not ready for the class as 7th graders will be able to participate as 9th graders.  
Students who choose not to participate during 8th grade may, under special circumstances, 
participate in 10th grade; this must be arranged through the pastor. 

When:    
From September to May.  A complete Confirmation Calendar with specifics will be available in late 
August. 

What: 

 This will be a student-family-mentor based learning experience.  Each student will be assigned a 
mentor who will be a member of the congregation and will have participated in our Safe Church 
Boundary training with a background check.  Since our goal is for the student to think 
independently and experience the diversity of faith traditions, the mentor cannot be a family 
member of the student. 

 There will be a learning component that where students and mentors will meet with me – 
likely via Zoom or another on-line platform until we can safely gather.  
o The schedule will correspond to the school calendars.  On weeks when there is no school 

there will be no class.  This does not include snow days.   
o Each lesson will be equal parts hands-on learning, and processing through discussion.  
o COVID permitting, there will be one retreat.  This will happen at the Illinois Conference of 

the United Church of Christ camp facility at Tower Hill in Michigan, usually in February. 

 There will be a worship component.  I expect that all students to participate worship, either 
virtually or in person, in on a regular basis during the program.  Additionally, students and their 
families will rotate through leading twice a month for the 10 months of the program.   

 There will be a Family Component.   Students will have several interviews/conversations with 
adult family members to explore family faith traditions, parents/grandparents/guardians’ 
beliefs and practices.  

 COVID permitting, there will be a Service component.  The Students, with their mentors, will 
develop a service project.  Additionally, they will assist with the Saturday Meals Program once in 
10 months of the program.   

The Sacrament of Baptism and Rite of Confirmation will happen on Pentecost Sunday during 
morning worship for those students who choose to be baptized/confirm their baptism vows.  There 
will be a celebration for all the students following worship that day. 


